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Deterring cheating using a complex assessment design: A case study

Sonja Bjelobaba

Uppsala University, Turkey / Contact: sonja.bjelobabafimodema.uu.se

Abstract
Attempts to translate written examinations normally conducted in a lecture hall

to an online environment during emergency remote leaming in response to
COVID-19 have not proved entirely successful, and have led to a sharp
increase in cases of suspected misconduct. This paper describes a case study
which gives insights on the relationship between assessment design and
academic integrity: [s it possible to deter students from cheating by means of
assessment design? Previous research does promote certain assessment types,
but also indicates that there is no single assessment type that students think is
impossible to cheat on, The solution proposed in this paper is therefore to add
complexity to the mixture. An alternative complex assessment design
comprising several steps is introduced and exemplified by an assessment
procedure piloted in a grammar course for preservice language teachers in
mother tongue tuition. The design promotes academic integrity, signature
pedagogy, student-centred leaming, and collaboration within a community of
practice in an online setting.
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All examinations does not need to be graded A-F

If the entire grading scale is applied, what should distinguish different levels of performance?

Assessment criteria

CourseObjectives E_______C________A

Objective 1 Qualities Progression step 1 Progression step 2

Objective 2 Qualities Progression step 1 Progression step 2

Objective 3 Qualities Progression step 1 Progression step 2



Home Exam or Essay

Generera om alla Ouriginal-rapporter

(¥ Inldmning av enskild skriftlig examinationsuppgift 1

Uppgift Installningar Inlamningar Avancerad betygssattning Las denna kontext Mer v

Betygssammanstallning

Follow up with an oral examination after the
submission of the written text.
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Of the cases that resulted in the student being convicted, Nej
68 cases concerned plagiarism, 24 prohibited 41%
collaboration and 37 prohibited aids.




E dy handbook

Education stage
Examinations

The university/responsible teacher

informs about when the exam resit will take place, at
the latest in connection with the regular .
provides, on request, examples of previous

examination assignments .
corrects and communicates result from examination
within the stated timeframe (15 work days) .
reports result in LADOK

schedules resit no earlier than ten working days after

~—nieeds or disabilities well in advance

The student

registers for the examination sitting
reads and familiarises himself/herself with the
examination assignments and their assessment grounds

informs teacher or study counsellor about any specific

is familiar with the university's regulations concerning

cheating and plagiarism and is knowledgeable about

which tools are permitted for the given examination

the results from the regular examination have been .
communicated .
archives examination assignments, timetable,

participation list, as well as a compiled course .

evaluation with comments

Tollows stated deadlines

submits complete examination assignments/
presentations in accordance with instructions
takes part in course or programme evaluation

is responsible for making sure that the examination
assignment is described clearly in, for instance, the
study guide and specifies which tools are allowed to be
used during the specific examination
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JReview what you can do when it comes to “take-home” exams

dTest your exams in the updated models - e.g. with "Deep research"

i LJCommunicate clearly what is allowed in YOUR course context

S O Dare/have the energy to try new things - Complex examinations

dTry to prevent with teaching design

\| L1”Meta-talk” and motivate the students' learning with, for example,
necessary knowledge in relation to future professional life

dDiscuss with each other

dJoin DELTA




Upcoming event

Linn€universitetet %jf'.

ﬁ 19 MAR 2025 - 20 MAR 2025 @ 13:00

KONFERENS

DELTA 2025

DELTA, ar en lunch-till-lunchkonferens i Zoom, som ager rum den 19-20
mars 2025. Var ambition ar att det ska vara enkelt och smidigt att delta i
DELTA, tanken &r att deltagare sjalva kan valja i vilken utstrackning de
kan delta. Anmal dig till DELTA och sen valjer du sjalv vilka
programpunkter du vill delta i, dvs. kom och ga som det passar dig.

Konferensen arrangeras av Sektion hogskolepedagogik.

DELTA 2025 — Examination i fokus

« 19 MAR 2025 - 20 MAR
2025

@® 13:00
9 Zoom
= Anna Wolke

Ligg till | din kalender

Kontaktoerson

Linnaeus University P

i 14 APR 2025 @ 1:15 PM-2:30 PM

RESEARCH SEMINAR

Generative Al (GenAl) in Higher Education
Assessment: Opportunities, Challenges,
and Future Directions
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