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IMO Assembly resolutions

Resolution A.489(XII) 
adopted on 19 November 1981 

Safe stowage and securing of cargo units and other entities  
in ships other than cellular containerships

The Assembly,

Recalling Article 16(i) of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization,

Recognizing that there is a need to improve standards of stowage and securing of cargo units and other entities in ships 
other than cellular containerships,

Recognizing also that special attention should be paid to the stowage of cargo in cargo units and on vehicles,

Believing that the universal application of improved standards would be greatly facilitated if all cargo units, vehicles and 
other entities for shipment were provided with means for applying portable securing gear,

Considering that a universal improvement in the standards could best be achieved on an international basis,

1	 Adopts the Guidelines on the safe stowage and securing of cargo units and other entities in ships other than cellular 
containerships, the text of which is annexed to the present resolution;

2	 Recommends Governments to issue guidelines for the safe stowage and securing of cargo units and other entities in 
ships other than cellular containerships in conformity with the annexed Guidelines and, in particular, to require such ships 
entitled to fly the flag of their State to carry a Cargo Securing Manual as described in the annexed Guidelines.

Annex 
Guidelines on the safe stowage and securing of cargo units  
and other entities in ships other than cellular containerships

1	 Cargo units and other entities in this context means wheeled cargo, containers, flats, pallets, portable tanks, 
packaged units, vehicles, etc., and parts of loading equipment which belong to the ship and which are not fixed to the ship.

2	 These Guidelines apply to the securing of cargo units or other entities on open or closed decks of ships other than 
cellular containerships and ships specially designed and fitted for the purpose of carrying containers. Application of the 
Guidelines should always be at the master’s discretion.

3	 Applicable parts of the IMDG Code and resolution A.288(VIII) on stowage and securing of containers on deck in ships 
which are not specially designed and fitted for the purpose of carrying containers* should be observed.

4	 Shippers’ special advice or guidelines regarding handling and stowage of individual cargo units should be observed.

5	 When reasonable, cargo units and other entities should be provided with means for safe application of portable 
securing gear. Such means should be of sufficient strength to withstand the forces which may be encountered on board 
ships in a seaway.

6	 Cargo units and other entities should be stowed in a safe manner and secured as necessary to prevent tipping and 
sliding. Due regard should be paid to the forces and accelerations to which the cargo units and other entities may be 
subjected.

*  This resolution has been revoked by A.714(17).
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*	 Previously known as the Sub-Committee on Dangerous Goods, Solid Cargoes and Containers. 
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